
The Ancient Jewish Wedding Ceremony 

How does it picture Y’shua and His Bride? 
 

 

In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 

you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where 

I am.  John 14:2-3   

 

No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Therefore keep 

watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. You must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him.  Matthew 24:36, 42, 44 

 

…the Bridegroom came, and they that were ready went in with Him to the marriage and the door was shut.  

Matthew 25:1-13 

  

Hallelujah! The Master reigns, our God, the Sovereign-Strong! Let us celebrate, let us rejoice, let us give him the 

glory! The Marriage of the Lamb has come; his Wife has made herself ready. She was given a bridal gown of bright 
and shining linen. The linen is the righteousness of the saints.   Revelation 19:7 (The Message) 

 
The words of John the baptizer, referring to himself as the “friend of the Bridegroom” and to Jesus, the Bridegroom:  “The 

bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy 

when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.”  John 3:22-36 

 

… at [the Bridegroom’s] right hand is the royal bride in gold of Ophir. Psalm 45 

 

The wedding guests must be invited, and must have on a “wedding garment” — the righteousness of the set-apart, the 
“saved”.  “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”  Matthew 22:1-14 

 

 

The Word of the LORD is basically the story of a wedding, from start to finish.  It is a love story of a loving Father, seeking 

the perfect Bride for His Son, Jesus – a Bride who is totally devoted, pure of heart, in love only to Him, submitted and perfect 

in His sight. Such a picture of this is found in Genesis 24:  Abraham sending out his servant to find the perfect Bride for 

Isaac.  In the basic structure of the ancient Jewish Wedding Ceremony, you will see the Father, the Bridegroom (Jesus), the 

“servant” (the Spirt of GOD), the Bride, the attendant of the Bride (pictured by Moses), and the attendant of the Groom 

(pictured by Elijah), and the guests. 

 

In most weddings, there are 3 groups of people:  (1) the guests, forming the largest group, (2) the attendants of the Bride and 

attendants of the Groom, usually a small group, and (3) the Bride and her Bridegroom.  All are content and happy within their 

situation.  But, only the Bride gets to go home with the Bridegroom and live in His House forever.  She has an intimacy with 

Him that no one else has!   

 

And, so there is a new earth, which will be created for the “saved” guests.  There are the attendants – the “kings of the earth” 

– who are saved and who represent the guests before the Father and the Bridegroom.  And, there is the Bride, who stays with 

her Husband in the Father’s House.  (Revelation 21)  This is also mentioned in Revelation 3:7-13, in the letter to the church at 

Philadelphia, which represents the Bridal remnant in the last days.  She does not go onto the new earth, but stays in the 

presence of the Father and the Son.  She is marked, because she is submissive and yielded to her Bridegroom, guarding and 

obeying the terms of His marriage Covenant; because she loves Him with a perfect love; because she follows her Bridegroom 

(the Lamb) wherever He goes; and because she has made herself ready, purified herself and separated herself totally unto 

Him.  She belongs to Him, and her relationship with Him is intimate.  He knows her, and she knows Him, and their 

fellowship is sweet.   

 

The Coronation 

 
1. Ha Melech – the King!  Another name for Rosh ha Shanah, at the Feast of Trumpets, is “Coronation Day”.  On this 

day the Bridegroom comes for His Bride, and at their wedding day, He is crowed the King, and she is crowned the 

Queen.  Thus marriage day is the day of Coronation.  The essential message of this feast is the reaffirmation of the 

Kingship of the LORD. 



2. Revelation 19:11-16:  He comes with the sound of the trumpet and much fanfare and ceremony.  He comes as the 

trumpet sounds loudly, with His angels, in the wrath of the Father, to destroy His enemies and the enemies of His 

Bride.  He comes as a victorious King to deliver His Bride from the evil one.  

3. He becomes the King of kings over all the kingdoms of this world. Revelation 11:15-19;  Daniel 7:9-14; Daniel 

7:27; Revelation 1:7 

4. On the wedding day, the Bridegroom and the Bride are called King and Queen. (Psalm 45) 

 

 

The Wedding 

        

1. Either the father arranges the wedding, as Samson’s father did, or the father sends an agent in his place, as Abraham 

sent his chief servant, or the young man comes by himself to the girl’s father to arrange the marriage between the two 

of them. 

2. If the young man goes to the house of the girl, he initially must carry these three things:          

o A large sum of money (or many expensive items) to pay the price for the Bride 

o A betrothal contract with his promises to the Bride written on it 

o A skin of wine 

a. In 1 John 5:7-8: “For there are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in 

agreement.”  In prophetic typology, the wine represents the Holy Spirit, the water represents the Word (the 

marriage contract or Covenant) and the blood represents the price paid for our salvation.   

b. In Acts 20:28, Paul speaks to pastors when he said, “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own 

blood.”  Ephesians 1:13-14 tells us that the Spirit’s presence with us is the “down payment of our inheritance 

until the redemption of the purchased possession…”  His Bride is the purchased possession, and He is 

coming to fully redeem her unto Himself. “For you are bought with a price…”  1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 

Corinthians 7:23 

3. If the Father approves of the marriage, the girl is called in and they all drink the wine together.  In the drinking of the 

wine, she commits herself to the young man.  

a. Jeremiah 31:31 “I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah.” 

b. Matthew 26:26-28: “Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 

This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  Thus, He 

renewed His Covenant in his own blood, with His remnant Bride. 

4. At this point, the two are considered husband and wife.  Their union can only be dissolved by divorce, but their state 

is still called “betrothal”, as with Mary and Joseph. 

5. After the wine is drunk, the young man says the words of John 14:2-3.  “He will go away and prepare a room for 

them”, adding on a room to his father’s house.  He promises that when the room is finished, he would come back for 

her, and she would forever be with him.  She belongs to him now, for she has been “bought with a price,” and this 

purchase has been witnessed and confirmed.  

6. The young man goes to prepare a chador (chamber) in his father’s house, sometimes called a “chuppah” (honeymoon 

bed). 

7. The girl must now spend her time learning how to be a wife and mother, and to learn how to please her husband.  He 

may be gone for as long as 2 years or more.  

The young man, if asked when the day of his wedding will be, often gets rid of nosey inquirers by saying: “No man 

knows the day or the hour, only my father knows”.  (Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32)  Thus, he puts the responsibility of 

dealing with nosey friends and family off on his father. It is a personal thing with him, and he only talks about the 

timing of his coming for his bride with his father.  He may communicate with his bride in secret, perhaps by 

messenger. 

8. The groom designates two close friends to assist him and to assist the bride during the ceremony.  They are called 

“witnesses”.  The two witnesses of Revelation 11 have this aspect to them.  During the ceremony the contract 

containing the groom’s promises are then turned over to the parents of the bride. 



9. The groom comes for his bride with great fanfare, his servants and friends and family. When the groom and his 

friends get close to the bride's house they give a shout and blow a shofar to let her know to be ready. It is a joyful day 

when he comes to receive his bride for the wedding ceremony.  There is music and dancing and rejoicing. 

10. It was the custom for a bride to keep a lamp, her veil and her other things beside her bed.  Her bridesmaids were also 

waiting and had to have oil ready for their lamps. (Matthew 25:1-13) 

11. On their wedding day the groom and bride are called the King and Queen.  On this day, tradition says that they stand 

without spot or blemish as they are united. 

a. The Spirit is working to prepare the Bride to perfection for her marriage to the perfect Bridegroom, Jesus.   From 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9: “I thank GOD always concerning you…that you are not lacking in any gift, eagerly waiting 

for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ…”   

b. 1 Thessalonians 5:23: “And the GOD of peace Himself set you completely apart, and your entire spirit, and soul, 

and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

c. From Ephesians 5:25-27: “...Christ also did love the Church and gave Himself for it…in order to present it to 

Himself a splendid church, not having spot or wrinkle,…but that it might be set-apart and blameless.” 

12. The words of the wedding ceremony are from Psalm 45, and Isaiah 61:10-62:5  “…as the bridegroom rejoices over 

the bride, so shall the LORD rejoice over you”. 

13. Once the ceremony is over, the two go into the bridal chamber (chuppah) for 7 days.   

a. In ancient custom, the newlyweds went into the wedding chamber for a seven day honeymoon and the groom's 

best friend stood outside waiting for the groom to tell him that the marriage had been consummated.  The proof 

of this was the bed-sheet bearing the blood shed by the bride as a result of her first sexual intercourse.  This is 

notable for two reasons. it speaks of purity before marriage, but it also shows a blood covenant (the most solemn 

and binding kind) such as GOD 's covenant with His people. 

b. Portions of the Song of Solomon, read during Passover, give the details of the intimacy between Messiah and His 

Bride. 

14. The seven days in the chamber correspond to the seven days between the end of the Feast of Trumpets, and the Day 

of Atonement, when the High Priest takes the blood before the altar of the LORD, and the sins of the nation of Israel 

are forgiven.  On the Day of Atonement, Jesus will judge all the nations and separate out the sheep and goat nations, 

as well as pronouncing the whole House of Israel to be saved, redeemed, and restored.  Joel 3:1-12; Matthew 25:31-

46; Romans 11:25-32; Isaiah 59:20-21; Jeremiah 31 and 33; Ezekiel 36:24-38  etc 

15. At the end of the 7 days, the groom’s “friend” or “witness”, waits at the chamber door.  The guests have arrived and 

are waiting for the door to be opened, and the wedding banquet to begin.  When the groom is ready, he knocks from 

the inside of the door of the chamber, indicating that they are ready to make their public appearance before everyone.  

The friend opens the door, and the guests cheer. 

a. All the friends really started celebrating for the seven days that the couple was honeymooning.  When the couple 

emerged there would be much congratulation and the Marriage Supper could begin. 

b. In Revelation 11, the two witnesses have been in the earth witnessing and preparing for 3 ½ years.  At the voice 

of the Bridegroom calling them up, Jesus comes out of heaven with a trumpet blast, accompanied by the set-apart 

ones who have died, to gather His whole Bride for the wedding, and the 7 days in the chuppah.  The door of 

heaven opens and He proceeds out.  The “bride has made herself ready”.  He picks up His Bride who is alive and 

waiting for Him on the earth.  Then, after His glorious entrance into Jerusalem, they proceed to the wedding 

feast.  The parable of the wise virgins, of Matthew 25:1-13, shows us that only the prepared Bride gets to go into 

the chuppah with Him.  The guests are shut out. 

16. After the marriage the Bride goes to live with her Bridegroom.  She remains with Him, by His side, for eternity.  

When the Father comes, and brings His city down (Revelation 20, 21, and 22), the Bride is found still with her 

Husband (Revelation 22:3-5). 
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